
 
 

 

Starburst – Commitment Sunday 
21st May, 2017 

 

Scripture Verse: 

The parable of the talents, Matthew 25: 14-30 

Aim:  

Everything that we have has been given to us as gifts by God.  Our response should 
be thankfulness, seeking to look after what we’ve been given, and using all that 
we’ve been given to honour God. 

Activity: 

• Game  
• Hand each child a small bag containing about a dozen pennies.  
• Tell them: In this game, you’re going to go around and give your 

pennies away, one by one. When someone gives you a penny, 
you must give that person two pennies in return. Let’s see what 
happens.  

• Play for 3 minutes, then call time and ask what happened. See 
who has the most and who has the least pennies. 

• Team Quiz  
• Separate group into teams, and use Parable of the Talents Quiz 

Questions 
• Collect bottles, or cans or something the children can decorate. Then give 

every child several pieces of paper. Get them to write one thing they have 
that they can give and use the other pieces of paper to write down some of 
the things the other children have.  

• Make sure you are watching and that you write something down for 
the children. If you are unsure, ask God, and expect him to speak!  

• They can put the pieces of paper into the can, or whatever you have 
decorated and pick one of them to transfer to another piece of paper 
and bring to put in the buckets at the end of the service with the adults. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

• Memory Verses 

o To those who use well what they are given, even more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do 
nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. Matthew 
25:29 

• Memory verse activity  
 Pass the parcel – each layer is another bit of the verse. See if the 

children can put the verse together after all the pieces have 
been uncovered. 

 

Teaching: 

There are some general principles related to giving that are helpful to bear in mind 
as we teach children about giving: 

• It is an act of thankfulness & trust in Jesus. 
• We give from what we have, e.g. their pocket money (as opposed to parents 

giving children a coin to put in).  
• We want to think about how much of our money we want to save, how much 

we want to spend and how much we want to give.  
• Other ways children can give: 

1. Their time and abilities. They can help their parents, they can help 
others. 

2. Themselves (commitment to Jesus) 
• While we can teach about giving in Young Vineyard, children can really only 

put this into practice with the help of their family or carers.   
How our Church gives: 

• People give to the church in different ways. i.e. financially, donating to 
Storehouse, serving on teams (putting up chairs, serving coffee, leading in 
Young Vineyard), etc…  

• When people give money, where does it go?  
• There will be a poster in your room with pictures of the way we as a 

church use the money that is given to us. Food Storehouse, Children’s 
Storehouse, Busy Bees (Mom’s and Tot’s group), Meeting Place (free 
English language classes), and our church building in which so much of 
this occurs. 

• Do mention the new building project – there is a video that shows the 
building project – a walk through. (talk about the face that it is going to 
be happening very soon! http://riversidevineyard.com/venue-project   

http://riversidevineyard.com/venue-project


 
 

 

• Also, all groups should have a giving tin in their rooms so please could you 
explain that it will always be in the rooms on Sunday mornings if they wish to 
put anything in.   

• As always, the children will come into the service at the end to participate in 
the giving bit – so please do something with them that they can bring down 
and put in the giving buckets. 

 

What can the children commit to giving back to God? 

• Ask the children to talk about different talents or abilities that they've seen in 
other people.   

• Do they know what theirs are?   
• Encourage them to talk to their parents and find out what their gifts are and 

how they can use them 
 

Bible Story 

Role Play 

• Do role play for parable of the talents. E.g. prepare eight bags plus seven that 
were accumulated representing the bags given to each servant.  

• Make gold paper coins which can be used in role play 
Powerpoint presentation 

• Use images in a powerpoint presentation to talk through the story 
o See the powerpoint presentation on the team page entitled 

‘Commitment Sunday’ 
Read from the Bible  

• Read the story out of the Bible and discuss with the children. 
 

Response:  

Before you do any of the above activities, encourage the children to chat with God 
about what they can give. (This is never a command performance, we are not out for 
behavioural control, but destiny release; we want to give them opportunity, while allowing 
them free will.)  

• Write a cheque   
• Instead of using the cheque to give money, use it for each child's 

talents or abilities.   



 
 

 

• Print out the “Kid's bank cheques”.  Help the children to write out a few 
of their gifts or talents in the money section, and have the cheque 
written out to God.   

• They could write their number amount as "invaluable". They could also 
decorate with coloured pens and pencils. 

• Collage  
• Get the kids to make a collage of pictures of things they are good at 

doing… these are their talents. (you can have pre-cut images or 
magazine clippings) 

They can then bring these down into the service to put in the giving buckets to give 
to God should they desire. 

 

Worship Song – Breathing the Breath 

• Find a youtube clip. 
• Get the children to help create actions 
• Talk about the words before singing it 
• Talk to them about how giving is worship and as we sing this song we can 

worship God for what He has given us and in our hearts make the 
commitment to give it to Him and trust Him with what we have. 

 

Breathing the breath – Matt Redman 

Lyrics: 

We have nothing to give  
That didn't first come from Your hands  
We have nothing to offer You  
Which You did not provide  
Every good, perfect gift comes from  
Your kind and gracious heart  
And all we do is give back to You  
What always has been Yours  

 
Lord, we're breathing the breath  
That You gave us to breathe  
To worship You, to worship You  
And we're singing these songs  
With the very same breath  



 
 

 

To worship You, to worship You  
 

Who has given to You  
That it should be paid back to him?  
Who has given to You  
As if You needed anything?  
From You, and to You, and through You  
Come all things, O Lord  
And all we do is give back to You  
What always has been Yours  
 

We are breathing the breath  
That You gave us to breathe 

Prayer 

• Prayers of Thanksgiving – thanking God for all He has given which they can 
share with others 

• Take your craft/activity and get them to thank God for what they have 
written on it. 

• Take turns sharing what is on your sheet that you are thankful to God for 
• Pray and bless the children with the gifts and talents God has given them that 

they would see and walk in all that God has given to them.  
 

Reflect and Share: 

Allow the children to share what they’ve written if they desire.  

 

Action: 

Going into the service with their bits they’ve made that they want to give back to 
God.  

Details as to times and how this entry will work will be communicated to you closer to 
the time. 

 

 



 
 

 

Questions for Parable of the Talents Quiz  

  

1. True or false: The master expected results from each man. T 
2. True or false: The master expected the servants each to have the same 

number of talents when he returned. F 
3. True or false: Each man gained something with what he was given. F 
4. True or false: The one-talent man lost his talent before the master returned. F 
5. What did the man with one talent do? Buried the money. 
6. Why didn’t he trade with it to make more money? He was afraid of losing it; 

he wanted to keep it safe. 
7. How did the master feel about the 5-talent man? Happy 
8. True or false. The master was just as pleased with the 2 talent man as he was 

with the 5 talent man. True. 
9. How did the master feel about the 1 talent man? Angry, disappointed. 
10. How many talents did the 5 talent man end up with total? 10 
11. How many talents did the 2 talent man end up with? 4 
12. How many talents did the 1 talent man finally end up with? None 
13. What reward was given to the 5 and 2 talent men? They were given greater 

responsibilities. Also, the 5-talent man was given the 1-talent man’s money. 
14. Define talent in Biblical times and now. Biblical times, an amount of money. 

Now, a natural gift or ability. 
15. True or false: The men in the story were Jesus’ neighbours. False: Jesus made 

the story up. 
16. What is a parable? A story Jesus told to teach people about God. 
17. Whom does the master represent? God 
18. Whom do the servants represent? All humans. 
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