
 
 

 

Smarties – Commitment Sunday 
21st May, 2017 

 

Scripture Verse: 

The parable of the talents, Matthew 25: 14-30 

Aim:  

Everything that we have has been given to us as gifts by God.  Our response should 
be thankfulness, seeking to look after what we’ve been given, and using all that 
we’ve been given to honour God. 

Activity: 

• “What Can You Do?”(a game for younger children)  
o Sit the children in a circle on the floor.  
o Pick a child to sit in the middle of the circle.  
o Give the child in the middle an object (or objects) that has an obvious 

use such as a picture book, paper and pencil, a bowl of fruit (or some 
type of food that could be handed out to each child), a broom, a dust 
rag, a pot of dirt and a bulb, a cup and small pitcher of water, etc.  

o Ask the child, “How could you use this to be helpful or kind to someone 
else?”  

o Be sure that each child has the opportunity to take a turn in the middle 
of the circle.  

 

Teaching: 

There are some general principles related to giving that are helpful to bear in mind 
as we teach children about giving: 

• It is an act of thankfulness & trust in Jesus. 
• We give from what we have, e.g. their pocket money (as opposed to parents 

giving children a coin to put in).  
• We want to think about how much of our money we want to save, how much 

we want to spend and how much we want to give.  
• Other ways children can give: 

1. Their time and abilities. They can help their parents, they can help 
others. 



 
 

 

2. Themselves (commitment to Jesus) 
• While we can teach about giving in Young Vineyard, children can really only 

put this into practice with the help of their family or carers.   
• Also, all groups should have a giving tin in their rooms so please could you 

explain that it will always be in the rooms on Sunday mornings if they wish to 
put anything in.   

• As always, the children will come into the service at the end to participate in 
the giving bit – so please do something with them that they can bring down 
and put in the giving buckets. 

 

Illustration: 

• picture of people using a talent of some kind… musician, teacher, talk about 
yourself and leading Jellies… (talk about what happens at Riverside and how 
many people it takes to make these things happen – I’ll have a laminated 
photo of some of the things that happen at Church) 

•  Picture of a gift… to talk about that these are all gifts 
• Tie a ribbon around your story box (there are plenty in the YV storage 

cupboard) and make it into a gift and talk about how all these talents are 
gifts we can give back to God 

• Do they know what their special gifts are?   
• Encourage them to talk to their parents and find out what their gifts are and 

how they can use them 
 

Bible Story 

Role Play 

• Do role play for parable of the talents. E.g. prepare eight bags plus seven that 
were accumulated representing the bags given to each servant.  

• Make gold paper coins which can be used in role play 
 

Puppets 

• Role play – Use puppets to perform a play on the theme of giving. (See 
attached script). There is a set of puppets in the Young Vineyard Cupboard, 
and these are available to be used on the day. Please let us know if you 
intend to use these, as only one group can use them on the day. 

 

 



 
 

 

Response:  

Before you do any of the above activities, encourage the children to chat with God 
about what they can give. (This is never a command performance, we are not out for 
behavioural control, but destiny release; we want to give them opportunity, while allowing 
them free will.)  

• Make coins out of yellow paper and get the children to draw in them what 
God has given them. Get them to tell you what they have drawn if they are 
able to and you can write it on their picture 

• You could do it as a two page book which you open and what is inside is 
what they have to give. 

• Or do it as a piggy bank book and they can draw what God has given them 
inside it.  

• Tell the children what you see for each of them – maybe it is a big heart, a 
helping hand, an encouraging smile…  

 

Worship Songs: 

• Consider creating actions for it –  really simple (like holding out hands 
whenever they say give) 

• Get the children to help create actions 
• Talk to them about how giving is worship and as we sing this song we can 

thank God for what He has given us.   
 
God You’re So Good to Me (Great Big God)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0kASSXmcaA 
The butterfly song (this a song about thankfulness for who God has made us to be) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2R-AI4AvwiU 
 

Reflect and Share: 

Prayer 

• Prayers of Thanksgiving – thanking God for all He has given which they can 
share with others 

• Take your craft and get them to thank God for what they have written 
on it. 

• Take turns sharing what is on your sheet that you are thankful to God for 
 



 
 

 

Action: 

Going into the service with their bits they’ve made that they want to give back to 
God.  

Details as to times and how this entry will work will be communicated to you closer to 
the time. 
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